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DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJ ECT: ‘ Senator Eugene J. McCarthy's Proposal for
; Review of CIA Operations

i. This is for the information of the Director of Central

i
i

Intelligence.

2 On 5 November 1965, Senator Eugene J. McCarthy (D., Minn,)
a.nnounczed his intention to introducex{ in the Senate next year a resolution
calling :for the establishment of a special Senate Committee to conduct

lo

a 'year-ioﬁg review of CIA operations and refort at the outset of the

90th Cojngress in 1967. Senator McCarthy pointed out in a news release
‘that théf Agency's "highly secret role in the Dominican Republic, Vietnam,
Cuba arixd other crisis areas has raised serious questions about the
rélatiox;ship of the Agency to the process of making and directing foreign
policy. :' He added that '""under-cover and paramilitary operations have a

direct Bearing on foreign policy and indirectly on the constitutional

résponsiibility of Congress for defense and war,"

| HineE 19577
{53. In past Congresses, Senator McCarthy has introduced resolutions

calling ?for the establishment of a "watchdog' committee on foreign
informa;tion and intelligence. His resolutions would confer upon thic
joint cammittee Congressional jurisdiction over all 'foreign infornm tion
and intélligence" activities, McCarthy's resolutions have been referred
to the f‘oreign Relations Committee which has never held hearings on the

proposals, however, these resolutions would raise serious Committce
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jurisdicitional issues. For example, the intelligence branches of the
militar';r services and the CIA are presently under the jurisdiction of

the Arnrixed Services Committee while the intelligence and information
brancheis of the State Department and USIA are under the Foreign Relations
Commi'étee. It is inconceivable that these two committees would give up
these a:é'eas of their responsibilities. We would also assume that

the othejr departments and agencies would not look with favor on a split
"cornmit;:ee arrangement. The distinctions between the proposals he

has intrioduced in the past and the one announced in his recent statemeont ‘
are moa;: important. Senator McCarthy has been quoted as saying that

he belie\ires the "investigation resolution' would have a much greater
chance f;or passage than his earlier "watchdog" resolutions. This fecling
is undou%atedly based on the assumption that a number of members who
might be opposed to more drastic action would see no harm in having a
tempora;:'y committee review the need.

i

4 According to the Senator's anhnouncement, the investigation
: commit.t’:ee would be composed of nine members of the Senate. . It would
conduct Ean investigation during 1966 and in early 1967 would recommend
to the Sé_nate possible changes in both the operations of the Agency and
its supervision. The Senator gave as an example a recommendation

favoringj the establishment of a permanent "watchdog committee.” Tae

prospect of the new resolution raises a number of important issues:
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a. Whether or not the intelligence function of the

]?Jxecutive Branch should be the subject of legislative "investigation."
} b. Whether the present Committee jurisdictions should

1

l:;>e changed since the Agency is and has been under the legislative
c_%wersight of the Armed Services Committees of both Houses

s?ince its establishment.

‘ c. W'hether Senator McCarthy proposes to investigate
tjhe entire intelligence community as his statement would tend to
i?ndicate, or whether his resolution would be limited to the
i:nveAstigation of the ""operations' of CIA only.

i d. As a corollary to the above points, whether the
i

':anestlgatmn would be conducted by the members of such a

:special committee in executive hearings or whether it would
gnclude investigation by staff personnel of the special committee. .
5. The thrust of Senator McCarthy's concern with respect tc the
|

Agency 'has been based on what he regards as a const1tut1ona.1 issue.

He has éxpressed the concern both publicly and privately that the scope

of C]'_A'si authority is so broad that in carrying out its various activities

it could? take actions which could directly or indirectly commit the United

States to war. As has been mentioned earlier, he has also questioned

the adeéuacy of the present committee jurisdiction., He feels that the

" e L] Fn:‘ ﬁg%g
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existing%CIA Subcommittees in the Armed Services and Appropriations
Commiti:ees have not and are not reviewing CIA matters in any

significeimt depth. He expressed some of these views before the Senate
Armed éervices Committee in the confirmation hearings on Mr. McCone's
appointment as DCI. The hearings are attached as TabA.

6 In discussing the subject of a joint committee on intelligeace
it shouflc?. be recognized that a number of members of the Congress who
are weli disposed toward the Agency have expressed their opinion that
establishment of a joint committee would be in the Agency's best interest,
For exaimple, Senator Thomas J. Dodd recently advised us that he was
seriousiy considering introducing a joint committee bill himself, His
conside:;'ation was based on his own conclusion that more and more

members of the Senate were expressing views in support of a joint

committee. Senator Dodd would be greatly concerned if a joint committee

<z
Y

on CIA i:s established, as proposed in some of these resolutions with

memberiship based strictly on seniority. It is his view that if there is to be
i

a joint ciommittee, the membership should be designated by the President

of the Sénate and the Speaker of the House of Repreéentatives in order to

assure that the members are responsible persons who would maintaii the

confidential relationship necessarily involved.
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' 7 In the past, it has been the position of the Agency that
the wisdom of establishing a joint committee on intelligence is a
questionf of how the Congress should organize itself and, therefore, ocne

in which the Agency should not take a formal position. Whether the

Agency iwould maintain this view with respect to Senator McCarthy's

new progposal is a matter for determination. Our Subcommittee mermrbers,
particu.l?arly in the Seﬁate, have always expressed the opinion that thay
have sufficient votes to defeat a joint committee proposal. It is quite
possiblé, however, that they would not be able to rally the same support

against zthe establishment of an investigative committee, It is believed

i

that, before Congress reconvenes in January, the Agency should reexamine

i

this position with respect to the new proposal. -
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